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Supplementary Figure 1. Survey instrument. 
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Supplementary Table 1. Perspectives on urology and surgery interest groups  

Questions n (%) 

Do you believe that your institution's undergraduate curriculum 

is providing sufficient exposure to urology for students during 

pre-clinical years? 

 

1) Strongly disagree 9/43 (20.9%) 

2) Disagree 18/43 (41.9%) 

3) Neutral 9/43 (20.9%) 

4) Agree 4/43 (9.3%) 

5) Strongly agree 0/43 (0.0%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 3/43 (7.0%) 

Mean ± SD 2.20±0.91 

(n=40) 

Do you believe that urology or surgery-related interest groups 

can help foster mentoring relationships? 

 

1) Strongly disagree 0/43 (0.0%) 

2) Disagree 0/43 (0.0%) 

3) Neutral 6/43 (14.0%) 

4) Agree 27/43 (62.8%) 

5) Strongly agree 9/43 (20.9%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 1/43 (2.3%) 

Mean ± SD 4.07±0.60 

(n=42) 

Do you believe that urology or surgery-related interest groups 

help foster research collaborations? 

 

1) Strongly disagree 0/43 (0.0%) 

2) Disagree 2/43 (4.7%) 

3) Neutral 3/43 (7.0%) 

4) Agree 27/43 (62.8%) 

5) Strongly agree 9/43 (20.9%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 2/43 (4.7%) 

Mean ± SD 4.05±0.71 

(n=41) 

Do you believe that student involvement in urology or surgery-

related interest groups is a useful indicator of their interest in the 

specialty? 

 

1) Strongly disagree 0/43 (0.0%) 

2) Disagree 1/43 (2.3%) 

3) Neutral 13/43 (30.2%) 

4) Agree 21/43 (48.8%) 

5) Strongly agree 8/43 (18.6%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 0/43 (0.0%) 



Mean ± SD 3.84±0.75 

(n=43) 

Do you believe that student involvement in urology or surgery-

related interest groups impacts the career choices of medical 

students in Canada? 

 

1) Strongly disagree 0/42 (0.0%) 

2) Disagree 2/42 (4.8%) 

3) Neutral 8/42 (19.0%) 

4) Agree 22/42 (52.4%) 

5) Strongly agree 6/42 (14.3%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 4/42 (9.5%) 

Mean ± SD 3.84±0.75 

(n=38) 

Do you believe that urology or surgery-related interest groups 

can play a role in promoting equity, diversity, and inclusion 

(EDI) within the field of urology? 

 

1) Strongly disagree 3/43 (7.0%) 

2) Disagree 4/43 (9.3%) 

3) Neutral 7/43 (16.3%) 

4) Agree 17/43 (39.5%) 

5) Strongly agree 4/43 (9.3%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 8/43 (18.6%) 

Mean ± SD 3.43±1.12 

(n=35) 

What specific interest group initiatives do you think are most 

effective in promoting urology education amongst medical 

students?  (Check all that apply) 

 

Academic lectures 20/43 (46.5%) 

Clinical skills workshops 23/43 (53.5%) 

Networking events 23/43 (53.5%) 

Mentorship programs connecting students and residents/staff 29/43 (67.4%) 

Research projects/collaborations 25/43 (58.1%) 

Shadowing opportunities/programs 37/43 (86.0%) 

Social media engagement (e.g. advertisements/reminders for events) 8/43 (18.6%) 

Educational resources (e.g. podcasts, webinars) 15/43 (34.9%) 

Other (describe below): 0/43 (0.0%) 

I am not sure/not applicable 2/43 (4.7%) 
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Supplementary Table 2. Involvement in urology and surgery interest groups of 

respondents as a medical student 

Questions n (%) 

Were you ever involved (e.g. member or attended events) in any 

specialty interest groups as a medical student? 

 

   No  22/43 (51.2%) 

   Yes  18/43 (41.9%) 

   I am not sure/not applicable 3/43 (7.0%) 

What kind of interest groups were you involved with as a 

medical student? (Check all that apply) 

 

   Urology-specific interest group  11/18 (61.1%) 

   Other surgical specialty-specific interest group (e.g. neurosurgery 

interest group, cardiac surgery interest group, etc.)  

3/18 (16.7%) 

   Combined surgery interest group (i.e. one group involved in 

multiple surgical specialties)  

10/18 (55.6%) 

   Women in surgery interest group  4/18 (22.2%) 

   Other (describe below): 1/18 (5.6%) 

On a scale of 1-5, how actively were you involved in interest 

groups as a medical student?  

 

   1) Not at all involved  3/18 (16.7%) 

   2) Slightly involved  7/18 (38.9%) 

   3) Moderately involved  4/18 (22.2%) 

   4) Very involved  3/18 (16.7%) 

   5) Extremely involved  0/18 (0.0%) 

   I am not sure/not applicable 1/18 (5.6%) 

  Mean ± SD 2.41±1.00 (n=17) 

On a scale of 1-5, how much did your involvement in interest 

groups as a medical student influence your decision to pursue 

urology? 

 

   1) Not at all influential  4/18 (22.2%) 

   2) Slightly influential  3/18 (16.7%) 

   3) Moderately influential  6/18 (33.3%) 

   4) Very influential  1/18 (5.6%) 

   5) Extremely influential  1/18 (5.6%) 

   I am not sure/not applicable 3/18 (16.7%) 

  Mean ± SD 2.47±1.19 (n=15) 

 

 


