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The objective of this section of the supplement is to 
discuss the multifactorial pathophysiology of the 
overactive bladder syndrome (OAB) and translate this 

knowledge into the clinical environment. There are two sep-
arate articles on the pathophysiology, with Dr. Christopher 
Chapple focusing on the role of central neurogenic pathways 
and Dr. Pradeep Tyagi discussing the local pathways (neu-
rogenic, myogenic and urothelial). The new look into this 
area of human bladder innervations brings new ideas of how 
to approach voiding dysfunction and particularly OAB. This 
is important to finding other mechanisms of intervention in 
OAB; exploring central nervous system (CNS) and specific 
neurogenic pathways opens up new areas of research and 
intervention.  

In recognition of the multiple pathways of bladder dys-
function, medical science has identified many potential tar-

gets for pharmacologic intervention. The third article of this 
section by Dr. Karl-Erik Andersson is devoted to research 
into the future pharmacological compounds to be tested in 
OAB. In the subsequent sections of this publication, clini-
cal aspects of therapeutic efficacy of current and emerging 
treatment agents will be discussed in even greater detail.
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