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Iwas impressed by the efforts the authors made to docu-
ment the prevalence of cryptorchidism and hypospadias 
over such a long period of time.1 Although there are small 

fluctuations during the period studied, there seems to be a 
diminution of cryptorchidism in recent years. This change 
occurs in spite of the fact that the age of surgery has now 
shifted from over the age of 5 to under the age of 2 (or less 
than a year). Due to referral patterns and surgical practice, 
cryptochidism was certainly underreported in the registry in 
its early years. The real difference is most probably higher. 

It is also interesting to note that regional differences exist, 
and that some regions have a combined hypospadias and 
cryptorchidism prevalence that are higher than others. This 
may in fact be associated with environmental exposures as 
the authors have hypothesized, but may also be related to 

genetic determinants. Further studies may help define these 
differences, especially for the province of Quebec, where 
there seems to be a higher prevalence than reported in the 
literature. 
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