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The arrival of targeted systemic therapies a decade ago 
transformed the treatment of metastatic renal cell car-
cinoma (mRCC), which up until that point had been 

largely resistant to available therapies. For the first time, 
patients with mRCC had the hope of extended survival.

Since the approval of sunitinib malate by Health Canada 
in 2006, experience with this particular targeted therapy 
has grown tremendously. This supplement to the Canadian 
Urological Association Journal aims to share the accumu-
lated experience with sunitinib in Canada through a series 
of brief, practical articles reviewing various aspects of the 
treatment of mRCC.

 In the first article, I review the first-line treatment 
options for mRCC in Canada, which is followed by Dr. 
Henry Conter’s practical overview of the use of sunitinib 
in the first-line management of RCC in a typical Canadian 
community practice. Dr. Naveen Basappa then talks about 
the current treatment options for advanced RCC after first-
line treatment with the vascular endothelial growth factor 
receptor (VEGFR) tyrosine kinase inhibitors. The next three 
articles provide readers with key insights into dosing and 

adverse event management with sunitinib. Dr. Christian 
Kollmannsberger reviews the evidence associating certain 
side effects of sunitinib as surrogate biomarkers of efficacy; 
Dr. Sandeep Sehdev provides a practical approach to the 
management of common toxicities with this agent; and Dr. 
Georg Bjarnason describes how individualized dosing and 
scheduling with sunitinib might be the way of the future for 
optimally managing mRCC. Finally, Dr. Daniel Heng looks 
forward a decade and provides a glimpse into the future of 
targeted therapies for mRCC, as new systemic treatments 
and combination therapies begin to emerge.

We are excited to share with you our first-hand experi-
ence with sunitinib and other targeted agents in the manage-
ment of mRCC and hope you will refer to this supplement 
often as a practical reference when managing your own 
patients with mRCC.
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